MANSFIELD DISTRICT HOSPITAL

PRESS RELEASE

VISITING NURSING SERVICE SET TO EXPAND

It is an exciting time for the team of Visiting Nurses at the Mansfield District Hospital as they prepare to offer the community an expanded level of service.  The hours of operation for the Visiting Nursing Service are set to increase by an additional 20 hours per week to provide an evening service for residents of the Mansfield shire.

The new hours of service will be from 8am-to 7pm each day. Margaretanne Hood, Coordinator of the Visiting Nursing Service says  “the increase in service hours will enable the nursing team to provide more care to those frail, aged and disabled members in the community who wish to remain more independent at home. The extra hours of service will also assist patients who have recently been hospitalised and are recovering from surgery or illness”. 

This Service provides a wide range of nursing services in the home such as assisting with medication management, wound assessment and management, managing bladder and bowel problems, caring for patients with a terminal illness and helping family members care for a frail, sick or confused older person.

“Our objective is to provide high quality professional home nursing for people of all ages with short or long term illnesses,” Margaretanne said. 

It is anticipated that Mansfield will experience an increase in its ageing population, with the percentage of over 70 year olds increasing by 15% - 38% over the next 5 – 10 years. This will place an additional strain on the current services available, and an increase in home nursing services is just the beginning of planning to meet this need.

Director of Nursing, Jenny Fawkes said, “the increase in visiting Nursing Services has been possible with the introduction of flexible funding opportunities and we have been actively recruiting and training nurses to take on this new challenge”. 

The nursing team will increase to eight nurses, with three new members including new arrivals to Mansfield. 

Service hours will increase from May 7th.If someone you know would benefit from the care of the Visiting Nurses, referrals can be made through your local general practitioner or directly by the client themselves by contacting the Mansfield District Hospital on 57752111.

